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reasons now. But there are things we 
can do, and we have a real obligation 
to do. 

It is a brand-new problem—or new in 
the last 20 years. It is getting worse 
and worse, and it condemns these kids 
to a life of poorer quality and shorter 
length. It is something we absolutely 
must address. 

I applaud the administration’s deci-
sion yesterday. What they did is said 
obesity—which before was this kind of 
vague syndrome or observation—is a 
disease, and when you call it a disease, 
people recognize it as a disease, and 
then you start looking at prevention, 
care, and treatment to reverse it. That 
is the significance. 

Two things: First, for the first time, 
a major Federal health program recog-
nizes obesity as a disease. It is a treat-
able disease—preventable but also 
treatable. The second is that it dem-
onstrates, once again, that Secretary 
Thompson and the administration are 
taking extremely seriously the obesity 
epidemic which is occurring in this 
country. 

The administration is attacking obe-
sity on a multitude of fronts. It is 
needed. In my mind, it is long overdue 
that this Nation address this new but 
rapidly growing epidemic. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention—or the CDC, as we all 
know it—reports that because of poor 
nutrition and lack of physical activity, 
obesity is on its way of surpassing 
smoking as the leading killer in the 
United States of America. Obesity is on 
its way of surpassing smoking as the 
leading killer in the United States of 
America. 

Obesity contributes to other diseases, 
the diseases in which I specialize; that 
is, heart conditions, heart disease. It 
also affects a whole range of issues: or-
thopedic, pulmonary injuries as well. 

The immediate impact will be two-
fold. First of all, it will be easier for 
Medicare beneficiaries and individuals 
with disabilities who are Medicare 
beneficiaries to get treatment. The 
barrier to treatment will be lowered. 

When Medicare makes a decision, it 
has a spillover impact to the private 
sector. I think the spillover impact will 
be substantial, although the private 
sector has already moved ahead. They 
have already increased reimbursement 
for appropriate treatment for obesity 
in many areas. But the fact that the 
Federal Government speaks with a 
loud voice will have an impact on the 
private sector. 

The public and private sector have to 
be very cautious. We talk about this on 
the floor of the Senate every time 
there is a new definition of something 
that needs to be treated. We have to be 
very cautious in deciding which spe-
cific treatments to cover. We need to 
make sure the interventions are effec-
tive, but we need to also make sure 
they are cost effective. 

There are several treatments now for 
obesity that are available. Science will 
allow us to determine which of these 
treatment modalities are most effec-
tive and which are most cost effective. 

Also—this applies to the HIV/AIDS 
virus, which I mentioned earlier today, 
and to obesity, which I mention now—
prevention is a critically important as-
pect of the equation. Early interven-
tion, especially among children, is the 
key to preventing lifelong obesity and 
obesity-related illnesses. 

Nonetheless, I want to applaud the 
administration for this bold step. It 
will help prevent obesity and greatly 
improve strategies for helping not only 
seniors and individuals with disabil-
ities but all Americans. 

f 

SUDAN 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, there is a 

second issue I want to mention that I 
addressed 2 weeks ago on the floor of 
the Senate and want to follow up on. It 
has to do with a tragic situation in 
Sudan, in the western part of Sudan in 
the three states of Darfur, Sudan.

The situation there, even over the 
last 3 weeks, has steadily deteriorated. 
We have hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees that are currently at risk. We are 
entering the rainy season there, and 
that makes the delivery of relief sup-
plies very difficult. 

Since my comments on the floor of 
the Senate, Secretary of State Powell, 
in the first week of this month, went to 
the Darfur region and made observa-
tions and certain requests. At about 
the same time, Secretary General Kofi 
Annan also visited the region and made 
certain requests. Senator BROWNBACK, 
our distinguished colleague from Kan-
sas, subsequent to their visit, also vis-
ited the region and made observations 
and with a video camera took some 
traumatic footage of the devastation 
going on there. Another delegation 
from the House will be going shortly. 

We have to take action to address 
this humanitarian problem. The ad-
ministration is working hard to get re-
lief to these people who are suffering, 
but there is systematic violence that is 
going on against the civilian popu-
lations in Darfur by the government 
and by the militias that are supported 
by the government. That violence must 
come to an end. 

I spend a lot of time in the Sudan and 
each year go to southern Sudan as part 
of medical mission work that I do. In 
the coming weeks or months, I will be 
returning to Sudan as part of this med-
ical mission work. I look forward at 
that point in time to seeing if we are 
having an impact in both the southern 
part of the Sudan but also in the 
Darfur region and will report back to 
this body. Hopefully we will be able to 
report that we are making progress. 
Two million people are being affected 
by this crisis, so it is a large crisis. I do 
ask the Government of Sudan to take 
immediate steps to end the violence in 
that part of the world.

f 

RETIREMENT OF POLICE CHIEF 
JERRY HOOVER 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to express my congratulations to Reno 
Police Chief Jerry Hoover on his retire-

ment. The City of Reno and the State 
of Nevada owe this public servant a 
tremendous debt of gratitude for his 
hard work and strong dedication to law 
enforcement and the public safety. 

Although Mr. Hoover spent 36 years 
in law enforcement, his service to our 
Nation in fact began with his combat 
service in Vietnam with the 101st Air-
borne Division. Since then he has dedi-
cated his life to making our Nation’s 
communities safer and has served ad-
mirably the people of San Diego, CA; 
Boulder, CO; St. Joseph, MO; and Reno, 
NV. 

Chief Hoover provided strong and in-
novative leadership during a very chal-
lenging time for the Reno Police De-
partment. Like police agencies 
throughout the country, the depart-
ment under Chief Hoover’s leadership 
has significantly expanded its respon-
sibilities in recent years to meet our 
Nation’s homeland security needs. 

Reno’s police officers have met this 
new challenge while also policing one 
of our Nation’s fastest-growing metro-
politan areas. 

During his tenure, Chief Hoover 
helped create the Reno Model PTO 
training program that provides post-
Academy police training with an em-
phasis on critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving. He also effectively drew 
on the resources of the entire Reno 
community to meet the city’s law en-
forcement and public safety needs by 
initiating the Senior Auxiliary Volun-
teer Effort program, which trains vol-
unteers 50 and older to assist with park 
and school patrols and special commu-
nity projects. 

Despite the demands of his position, 
Chief Hoover still found time to help 
train the next generation of law en-
forcement professionals through class-
es at the University of Nevada, Reno, 
and Nevada State College in Hender-
son. Even after his retirement from the 
Reno department, Chief Hoover will 
continue his lifelong commitment to 
effective law enforcement as a consult-
ant to police agencies throughout the 
country. 

Chief Hoover has led a distinguished 
career marked by generous service. 
Please join me in congratulating him 
on his retirement from the Reno Police 
Department and in wishing him luck in 
all his future endeavors.

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I rise 

today to highlight the scourge of 
human trafficking. Every day, in coun-
tries around the world and right here 
in the United States, people desperate 
for economic opportunity and seeking 
to follow their dreams of a better life 
are lured from home by the promises of 
jobs and security. Sadly, though, all 
too often they find themselves trapped 
in a nightmare, imprisoned by violent 
criminals, abused, violated, deceived, 
bought, and sold as chattel. Some of 
these victims of trafficking disappear, 
never seen nor heard from again. 

Every year, traffickers strip thou-
sands of people of their freedom and 
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